The Sphere in China                         137

progress of her Russian zone was only a part of the general growth
of the country. It has often been argued that if other, richer nations
had been admitted to Manchuria, and if the door had been opened
wide to economic activity, Manchuria would have benefited from it
and developed to a far greater degree. This may be true. The Rus-
sian capital and Russian commerce that fertilized Manchuria were
of necessity on a small scale; even Japan was able to do more in her
zone to foster industry and commerce than was Russia.

The fact is, however, that the Russians placed their imprint on
the evolution of northern Manchuria during the first two decades
of the latter's sudden rise and growth. Russian influence remained
constant during the succeeding decades, even after Russia retreated
from Manchuria and even after she ceded her railroad to Japan.
Geographically situated between Chita and Vladivostok, constitut-
ing a sort of a bulge into Russian territory, northern Manchuria
obviously presented a problem for the future. The efforts to solve
the problem, which have not as yet succeeded, proceeded most
dramatically during the decades following the first World War.

TUVA

An area at the northwestern corner of Mongolia constituted a
separate problem in Sino-Russian relations. This was the Uryankhai
region, later renamed Tannu Tuva, or Tuva.11 A country almost
the size of Great Britain, it had a population of about 60,000 at the
turn of the century. So long as Mongolia was part of China, Tuva
was a part of the Province of Mongolia. With the separation of
Outer Mongolia, Tuva became inaccessible to the Chinese Army
and to Chinese officials. It could now remain with Mongolia, be
annexed by Russia, or else be made into a separate state.

The people of Tuva regarded Mongolia as a great nation with
an advanced culture, economy, and politics, just as the Mongols
in their turn looked up to the Chinese. Nomads and hunters, the
Tuvinians did not even have a written language until Soviet lin-
guists invented an alphabet for them in the early 193o's.

Tuva was difficult to reach from Russia. Russian merchants be-
gan to get there in the i86o's; they were the first to do business
there. Foreign trade reached more important proportions in the

si. This region will be xeferted to throughout as Tuva.